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Misplaced Millions/Billions . . .

It goes without saying, especially with the word “socialism” flying from so many directions, a person making their millions (or billions) should be able to spend them any old way they choose.  No argument from this writer, but what if, just what if, all those millionaires and billionaires gave up their toys – private space programs, the home on every continent, etc. – for say a period of five years, and spent all those millions or billions on ending poverty, disease, lack of safe drinking water, homelessness????

Most of us ordinary citizens have little comprehension of what life is like for the Bill Gateses and Warren Buffets.  Live interviews of Bill Gates and Warren Buffet reveal little of their massive wealth (except when Gates’ mega home is shown).  Compare a live interview of Gates and Buffet to one with say Sir Richard Branson of all things Virgin fame – Air, Records, Galactic, stem cells – and Amazon’s Jeff Bezos.  


Branson and Bezos are both spending megamillions (along with two other not-so-well-known companies) in developing a private space tourism industry.  While Branson makes no bones about his investment (already more than $250 million), Bezos has yet to divulge his funding source or the amount of his own money invested to date – after all, this is “private” space industry development.  Remember, no accounting to picky taxpayers.  


This writer has never been much of a fan of the Rockefellers, but in 1913, John D. Rockefeller set out to convince the world that the wealthy could do more than throw massive amounts of money at charitable organizations.

Rockefeller’s first attempt at using his fortune to transform the world met with not only a Congressional “brick wall,” but also outrage from the private sector.  The idea of a federal institution funded by the Rockefeller fortune gave way to a private foundation with a goal of fighting massive poverty and universal disease.


The Rockefeller Foundation was initially funded with $100 million, which in 1913 was a phenomenal amount of money.  The successes included eradication of hookworm in the United States, creation of the yellow fever vaccine and eradication of Brazil’s strain of mosquito that transmitted malaria.  Centuries of famine and poverty in countries such as India ended through what was referred to as the Asian Green Revolution, a transformative agricultural success.  

Bill and Melinda Gates are now funding a project similar to the Asian Green Revolution in Abuja, Nigeria.  Their foundation originally focused on health technologies, but now is funding agricultural and water projects as efforts to transform African countries.  The Gateses are known to visit the projects that receive funding from their foundation.  


Credible figures on exactly how many people in the world lack access to safe drinking water are difficult to pen down, but an “about” figures is 1.1 billion people with two million deaths annually due to waterborne diseases (many of those are children under age 5), according to the World Health Organization.


Plentiful safe drinking water is taken for granted by most Americans, except for the American Indian reservations which lack not only safe drinking water, but also basic electricity, heat and sanitation facilities.  Imagine living in sight of the massive transmission line crossing the Navajo Reservation, yet being denied even the most basic electrical service.

Branson and Bezos are certainly entitled to their pet hobbies, but imagine what their zeal could do in solving the horrors still present today for the billions without safe drinking water, basic sanitation and schooling.  


Imagine what Janie Perry of the Watch-Care Academy could do with a measely million dollars from Branson or Bezos – not likely they would miss it considering the scale they are accustomed to spending.


What is the Watch-Care Academy?  A school that takes Denver kids who have been thrown out of traditional public schools after being declared out-of-control and unteachable, and to hear their parents described what Janie’s schools does, works miracles in teaching those kids.  More on that unique school in a future edition.  


The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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